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 1. The City of Refuge (Ir Miklat) 

 Shemot 21 שמות כא  

 (12)  If one strikes another and they die, they shall  be put 
 to death. 
 (13)  If one did so but not by design - God forced  their hand 
 - I will assign you a place to which he can flee. 

  מַכּהֵ אִישׁ ו�מֵת מוֹת יוּמָת׃  (יב)
�דוֹ  (יג)   ו�אשֲֶׁר �א צָ�ה ו�הָאֱ�הִים אִנּהָ ליְ

  ו�שַׂמְתִּי לְ� מָקוֹם אשֲֶׁר י�נוּס שָׁמָּה׃

 Bamidbar 35   במדבר לה

  ...כּיִ אַתֶּם עֹבְ�ים אֶת הַיַּ�דּןֵ אַ�צהָ  (י)
  כּנְ�עןַ:

  ו�הִ��ית�ם לכָםֶ עָ�ים עָ�י מִ�לטָ  (יא)
  תִּהְי�ינ�ה לכָםֶ ו�נ�ס שָׁמָּה �צחֵַ מַכּהֵ נ�פשֶׁ

  בּשְִׁגגָהָ:
  ו�הָיוּ לכָםֶ הֶעָ�ים למְִ�לטָ מִגֹּאֵל  (יב)

  ו��א י�מוּת הָ�צחֵַ עדַ עמְָדוֹ לפִנְ�י הָעֵ�ה
  למִַּשְׁפּטָ…

  ו�הִצּיִלוּ הָעֵ�ה אֶת־הָ�צחֵַ מִיּדַ גֹּאֵל  (כה)
  הַדּםָ ו�הֵשִׁיבוּ אֹתוֹ הָעֵ�ה אֶל־עיִר מִ�לטָוֹ
  אשֲֶׁר־נ�ס שָׁמָּה ו�י�שַׁב בּהָּ עדַ־מוֹת הַכֹּהֵן
  הַגָּ�ל אשֲֶׁר־מָשַׁח אֹתוֹ בּשְֶׁמֶן הַקֹּ�שׁ׃

 (10)  …When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 
 (11)  You shall provide yourselves with places to serve  you 
 as cities of refuge, to which a killer may flee - one who has 
 slain a person unintentionally. 
 (12)  The cities shall serve you as a refuge from the  avenger 
 so that the killer may not die unless he has stood trial 
 before the assembly… 
 (25)  The assembly shall protect the killer from the 
 blood-avenger, and the assembly shall restore him to the 
 city of refuge to which he fled, and there he shall remain 
 until the death of the high priest who was anointed with 
 the sacred oil. 

 Devarim 19 דברים יט  

 (3)  You shall prepare the road, and divide into three  parts 
 the territory of the country that Hashem your God has 
 allotted to you, so that any killer may have a place to flee 
 to… 
 (6)  Otherwise, the blood-avenger, pursuing the killer  in 
 hot anger, may overtake him, since the distance is great, 
 and strike him down… 

  תָּכיִן לְ� הַדֶּ�� ו�שִׁלּשְַׁתָּ אֶת גּבְוּל  (ג)
  אַ�צְ� אשֲֶׁר י�נ�חִילְ� ה׳ אֱ�הֶי� ו�הָי�ה לנָוּס

  שָׁמָּה כּלָ �צחֵַ:...
  פּןֶ י��דֹּף גֹּאֵל הַדּםָ אַחֲ�י הָ�צחֵַ כּיִ  (ו)

  י�חַם לבְבָוֹ ו�הִשִּׂיגוֹ כּיִ י��בּהֶ הַדֶּ�� ו�הִכּהָוּ
  נ�פשֶׁ…
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 2. Prison or Refuge? 

 Mishnah Makkot 2:6   משנה מכות ב:ו

  …אִמּוֹת�יהֶן שֶׁל כֹּהֲנ�ים מְסַפּקְוֹת להֶָן
  מִחְי�ה וּכסְוּת, כְּ�י שֶׁ�א י�ת�פּלַּלְוּ עלַ

  בּנְ�יהֶם שֶׁיּמָוּתוּ.

 …The mothers of High Priests would provide [the residents 
 of the cities of refuge] with sustenance and garments, so that 
 they would not pray that their sons would die. 

 Makkot 10a .מכות י  

 Rabbi Simlai taught: Why is it written, “  Then Moshe  separated 
 three cities beyond the Jordan, to the  east of the  sun  ” (Dev. 
 4:41)? 
 Hashem said to Moshe, “  Shine the sun  for killers.” 
 Some say [that Hashem said], “You have  shined the  sun  for 
 killers.” 

  דרש רבי שמלאי: מאי דכתיב, "אָז
  י�בדְּיִל משֶׁה שָׁלשׁ עָ�ים בּעְבֵרֶ הַיַּ�דּןֵ

  " (דברים ד:מא)?  מִזְ�חָה שָׁמֶשׁ
  הזרח שמש  אמר לו הקב"ה למשה,

  לרוצחים!
  הזרחת שמש  איכא דאמרי: א"ל

  לרוצחים!

 3. East of Eden as an Ir Miklat 

 Midrash Tanchuma, Masei 11:1 מדרש תנחומא, מסעי יא:א  

 “Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: Speak to 
 Bnei Yisrael and say to them: When you cross 
 the Jordan into the land of Canaan, you shall 
 provide yourselves with cities…” 

 This is connected to that which is written: 
 “  Hashem is good and upright/straightforward; 
 therefore Hashem shows sinners the way  ” (Ps. 
 25:8);  “  Be mindful of your mercies, Hashem, and 
 your kindnesses, for they are eternal  ”  (Ps 25:6). 

 David said, “Master of the world, were it not for 
 your mercy, which preceded Adam, the first 
 human, he would not have survived! You said to 
 him: “  For on the day that you eat from it, you 
 shall surely die  ” (Gen. 2:17). But you did not do 
 so! Instead, you removed him from the Garden 
 of Eden, and he lived 930 years, and only then 
 did he die. And what exactly did you do to him? 
 You drove him out from the Garden of Eden, as it 
 says:  “Hashem drove out Adam”  (Gen. 3:24). 

  ו�י��בֵּר ה' ו�גוֹ', דַּבֵּר אֶל בְּנ�י י�שְׂ�אֵל ו�אָמַ�תָּ אֲלֵיהֶם
  כִּי אַתֶּם עוֹבְ�ים אֶת הַיַּ�דֵּן אַ�צָה כְּנ�עַן,

  ו�הִ��ית�ם לָכֶם עָ�ים...

  זהֶ שֶׁאָמַר הַכּתָוּב: "טוֹב ו�י�שָׁר ה' עלַ כּןֵ יוֹ�ה
  חֲטָאִים בּדֶַּ��" (תהלים כה:ח), "זכְֹר �חֲמֶי� ה'

  ו�חֲסָ�י� כּיִ מֵעוֹלםָ הֵמָּה" (שם כה:ו).

�ד: �בּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלםָ, אִלּוּליֵ �חֲמֶי� שֶׁקָּ�מוּ   אָמַר דּוָ
  לאְָ�ם הָ�אשׁוֹן, �א הָי�ה לוֹ עמֲִי�ה! שֶׁאָמַ�תָּ ליֵהּ,

  ב:יח).  (בראשית  "כּיִ בּיְוֹם אכֲלְָ� מִמֶּנּוּ מוֹת תָּמוּת"
  ו��א עשִָׂית� לוֹ כןֵ! אֶלּאָ הוֹצאֵת� אוֹתוֹ מִגּןַ עֵ�ן, ו�חַיּהָ

  תְּשַׁע מֵאוֹת וּשְׁ�ש�ים שָׁנ�ה, ו�אַחַר כָּ� מֵת! וּמֶה
  עשִָׂית� לוֹ? גֵּ�שְׁתָּ אוֹתוֹ מִגּןַ עֵ�ן, שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:״ ו�י�גָ�שׁ אֶת

  הָאָ�ם״ (בראשית ג:כד).
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 And why was he driven out? Because he brought 
 death/mortality to future generations.  And he 
 deserved to die immediately, but you had 
 mercy on him and instead sent him away. It is 
 just like one who kills his fellow by accident, 
 who is exiled from his home and must live in 
 the cities of refuge.  And that is why it says:  “Be 
 mindful of Your mercies, Hashem, and of your 
 kindnesses, for they are eternal”  (Ps. 25:6). 

 When Moshe arose, Hashem said to them,  “You 
 shall provide yourselves with cities [of refuge].” 
 Moshe said, “Master of the world, when 
 someone takes a life by mistake, in the south or 
 in the north, how will he know where the cities 
 of refuge are, to which he should flee?” 

 Hashem said to him,  “You yourself shall prepare 
 the road”  (Deut. 19:3) - you yourself shall make 
 the roads straight, so that they will not get lost 
 such that a blood avenger might find them and 
 kill them, when  “He did not incur the death 
 penalty”  (Deut. 19:6). 

 Moshe said to Hashem, “How?” Hashem said to 
 him, “Set up road markers directing them to the 
 cities of refuge, so that he will know how to get 
 there, as it says,  ̒You yourself shall prepare the 
 road  .̓  And on every marker inscribe: ʻPath to the 
 cities of refuge.̓ ” 

 Thus David said:  “Hashem is good and 
 upright/straightforward; therefore He shows 
 sinners the way.” 

 And if for killers Hashem made a way and a 
 path, for them to escape and be saved, how 
 much the more so in the case of the righteous - 
 “He leads the poor/downtrodden in justice”  (Ps. 
 25:9). 

  ו�הָי�ה  ו�למָָּה נ�ת�גָּ�שׁ? עלַ שֶׁהֵביִא מִית�ה עלַ הַדּוֹרוֹת.
  צָ�י� לָמוּת מִיּדָ, אֶלָּא שֶׁ�חַמְתָּ עָלָיו ו�גֵ�שְׁתּוֹ!
  כְּ��� הָרוֹצֵחַ חֲבֵרוֹ בִּשְׁגגָהָ, שֶׁגּוֹלֶה מִמְּקוֹמוֹ

  �חֲמֶי� ה'  לכְָ� נ�אֱמַר: "זכְֹר  ו�יוֹשֵׁב בְּעָ�י מִ�לָט.
  ו�חֲסָ�י� כּיִ מֵעוֹלםָ הֵמָּה" (כה:ו).

  כּיֵו�ן שֶׁעמַָד מֹשֶׁה, אָמַר להֶָם הַקָּדוֹשׁ בּרָוּ� הוּא:
  "ו�הִ��ית�ם לכָםֶ עָ�ים…" אָמַר מֹשֶׁה: �בּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל
  עוֹלםָ, זהֶ שֶׁהוֹ�ג נ�פשֶׁ בּשְִׁגגָהָ בּדַּרָוֹם אוֹ בּצַּפָוֹן,

�ן י�הְי�ה יוֹ�עַ הֵיכןָ עָ�י מִ�לטָ שֶׁיּהְֵא בּוֹ�חַ לשְָׁם?   מִנּיַ

  להֶָם  תָּכִין  לְ� הַדֶּ��" (דברים יט:ג) -  תָּכִין  אָמַר לוֹ: "
  אֶת הַדֶּ��, שֶׁ�א י�הְיוּ טוֹעיִם ו�י�מְצאָ אוֹתוֹ הַגּוֹאֵל

  ו�י�הַ�גהֵוּ, "ו�לוֹ אֵין מִשְׁפּטָ מָו�ת" (דברים יט:ו).

  אָמַר לוֹ, הֵיאַ�? אָמַר לוֹ, הַעמֲֵד להֶָם אִיטְליִסִיּוֹת
  לשְָׁם,  לעְָ�י מִ�לטָ, שֶׁיּהְֵא יוֹ�עַ ליֵלֵ�  מְכֻוּנָוֹת

  �שֹׁם לְ�:  לְ� הַדֶּ��." וּבכְלָ אִיטְליִס  תָּכִין  שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר: "
  הַדֶּ�� לעְָ�י מִ�לטָ.

  לְפִיכָ� אָמַר דָּו�ד: "טוֹב ו�י�שָׁר ה' עַל כֵּן יוֹ�ה
  חֲטָאִים בַּדֶּ��."

  ו�י�נּצָלְוּ,  שֶׁיּבְִ�חוּ  ו����  ו�אִם לְ�צחְָנ�ין עשָָׂה שְׁביִל
ו�ים  י����  "  לצַּדַּיִ�ים עלַ אַחַת כּמַָּה ו�כמַָּה,   ענֲ�

  בּמִַּשְׁפּטָ" (תהלים כה:ט).
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