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Prison or Refuge: Rethinking the Exile from Eden
Yael Jaffe - yaelsjaffe@gmail.com

1. The City of Refuge (Ir Miklat)

Shemot 21
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(12) If one strikes another and they die, they shall be put
to death.

(13) If one did so but not by design - God forced their hand
- I will assign you a place to which he can flee.
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Bamidbar 35
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(10) ...When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan,
(11) You shall provide yourselves with places to serve you
as cities of refuge, to which a killer may flee - one who has
slain a person unintentionally.

(12) The cities shall serve you as a refuge from the avenger
so that the killer may not die unless he has stood trial
before the assembly...

(25) The assembly shall protect the killer from the
blood-avenger, and the assembly shall restore him to the
city of refuge to which he fled, and there he shall remain
until the death of the high priest who was anointed with
the sacred oil.
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Devarim 19
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(3) You shall prepare the road, and divide into three parts
the territory of the country that Hashem your God has
allotted to you, so that any killer may have a place to flee
to...

(6) Otherwise, the blood-avenger, pursuing the killer in
hot anger, may overtake him, since the distance is great,
and strike him down...

9122 NN AWYHW 17170 12120 (3)
D12 I NN M 12NN WK YN
LN¥1 D Y

2 DX NN D70 ONA T3 (1)
1N2M 7170 N2 2 wivm 11y om
...Va)

R3PS




2. Prison or Refuge?

Mishnah Makkot 2:6
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...The mothers of High Priests would provide [the residents
of the cities of refuge] with sustenance and garments, so that
they would not pray that their sons would die.
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Makkot 10a
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Rabbi Simlai taught: Why is it written, “Then Moshe separated
three cities beyond the Jordan, to the east of the sun” (Dev.
4:41)?

Hashem said to Moshe, “Shine the sun for killers.”

Some say [that Hashem said], “You have shined the sun for
killers.”
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3. East of Eden as an Ir Miklat

Midrash Tanchuma, Masei 11:1
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“Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: Speak to
Bnei Yisrael and say to them: When you cross
the Jordan into the land of Canaan, you shall
provide yourselves with cities...”

This is connected to that which is written:
“Hashem is good and upright/straightforward;
therefore Hashem shows sinners the way” (Ps.
25:8); “Be mindful of your mercies, Hashem, and
your kindnesses, for they are eternal” (Ps 25:6).

David said, “Master of the world, were it not for
your mercy, which preceded Adam, the first
human, he would not have survived! You said to
him: “For on the day that you eat from it, you
shall surely die” (Gen. 2:17). But you did not do
so! Instead, you removed him from the Garden
of Eden, and he lived 930 years, and only then
did he die. And what exactly did you do to him?
You drove him out from the Garden of Eden, as it
says: “Hashem drove out Adam” (Gen. 3:24).
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And why was he driven out? Because he brought
death/mortality to future generations. And he
deserved to die immediately, but you had
mercy on him and instead sent him away. It is
just like one who kills his fellow by accident,
who is exiled from his home and must live in
the cities of refuge. And that is why it says: “Be
mindful of Your mercies, Hashem, and of your
kindnesses, for they are eternal” (Ps. 25:6).

When Moshe arose, Hashem said to them, “You
shall provide yourselves with cities [of refuge].”
Moshe said, “Master of the world, when
someone takes a life by mistake, in the south or
in the north, how will he know where the cities
of refuge are, to which he should flee?”

Hashem said to him, “You yourself shall prepare
the road” (Deut. 19:3) - you yourself shall make
the roads straight, so that they will not get lost
such that a blood avenger might find them and
kill them, when “He did not incur the death
penalty” (Deut. 19:6).

Moshe said to Hashem, “How?” Hashem said to
him, “Set up road markers directing them to the
cities of refuge, so that he will know how to get
there, as it says, ‘You yourself shall prepare the
road. And on every marker inscribe: ‘Path to the
cities of refuge.”

Thus David said: “Hashem is good and
upright/straightforward; therefore He shows
sinners the way.”

And if for killers Hashem made a way and a
path, for them to escape and be saved, how
much the more so in the case of the righteous -
“He leads the poor/downtrodden in justice” (Ps.
25:9).
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